


“The longest journey you will ever take is 
the 18 inches from your head to your heart.”

Fernando Márquez, Participant
SJTI34 - Long Beach, CA
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Ward & Earnestine Wall
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We are all social justice educators.*
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What is your personal story?  
Why is equity and inclusion 

important to you?
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@myWCPA #WCPA17
This session is Instagram &Twitter-friendly!
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Social Justice



Teaching for Diversity and Social Justice: A Sourcebook. (2016) Edited by 
Maurianne Adams, Lee Anne Bell, and Pat Griffin.

A Process and a Goal

"The goal of social justice education is full and 
equal participation of all groups in a society that is 

mutually shaped to meet their needs.

Social justice includes a vision of society that is 
equitable and all members are physically and 

psychologically safe and secure."
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Paul Kuttner, 2015



Personal Reflections
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Remember:  Moments make 
movements.

   Be advocates for  
    “true service”.  

           Allow students to enter conversations on 
identity and social justice in places where they 

can make meaning of the dynamics.  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Winning an issue  
debate is not social 

justice work.  

Social Justice is the 
synergy in the middle.  

 Use the term “ally” as an 
adjective/verb - -  

not as a noun.  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Always embrace the both/and.





 Keep your ego in check. 
Stay off “judgment row”.  

Fight the urge to compete with others in your 
identities of privilege.   

 

       Be coaches for each other.  

Social Justice is a three step process: 
Personal Work, Dialogue/Skill Building & Action.  

@vernonAwall



Self Care in this work is crucial.  

You can’t be in the work if you are not 
doing your own personal work.  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@vernonAwall

*You may not be content specialists when it comes
 to social justice conversations.



Personal Reflections
Allow students to enter conversations on identity and social justice  

 in places where they can make meaning of the dynamics. 
You can’t be in the work if you are not doing your own personal work. 
Be advocates for “true service”.   
Always embrace the both/and. 
The term “ally” is a verb/adjective - - not a noun.  
You may not be content specialists when it comes to social justice conversations.  
Fight the urge to compete with others in your identities of privilege.   
Winning an issue debate is not social justice work. 
Social Justice is the “synergy” in the middle. 
Keep your ego in check.  Stay off “judgment row”. 
Be coaches for each other. 
Social Justice is a three step process:  Personal Work, Dialogue/Skill Building & 
Action. 
Self-Care in this work is crucial.   
Remember:  Moments make movements. 

Vernon A. Wall, 2013
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• Have done personal work on privileged and marginalized 
identities that are not their “primary” ones. 

• Recognize their strengths and “learning edges.”  
• Know that culture and identity impact all that we do. 
• Are humble. 
• Acknowledge “gradual growth” in others. 
• Are not afraid to apologize or say:  “I don’t know.” 
• Know that the word “ally” is an adjective/verb - not a noun.  
• Believe that there is hope and that we each can make a 

difference. 
Vernon A. Wall, 2009

Those committed to 
social justice…
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•   Communities are built through building relationships of trust and commitment. 
•   We all are doing the best we can (most of the time) 
• We don’t know all there is to know. 
• Just because you are, doesn’t mean you understand. 
• Oppression is pervasive and impacts us all. 
• Not our faults, but we must accept responsibility. 
• Conflict and discomfort are often part of growth. 
• Seek first to understand, then to be understood. 
• Practice some forgiveness and letting go.   
• Self-work, healing and self love are necessary for acceptance of others. 
• There are no quick fixes. 
• Individuals and communities do grow and change.   
• There is HOPE! 

Rev. Jamie Washington, Ph.D. 2003

Diverse Community 
Foundations
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Ward & 
Earnestine 

Wall



“May the work I’ve done speak for me.” 
– Della Wall Ingram

Della
Mom



Injustice 
anywhere is 
a threat to 
justice 
everywhere.
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One Better World

Vernon A. Wall 
Pronouns:  he/him/his 

Author, Lecturer, Consultant 
 

vernon.wall@gmail.com 
www.SJTI.org   

www.vernonwall.org  
www.leadershape.org  
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www.leadershape.org 
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Resources
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